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Set in 2024, five years after the legalization of same-sex marriage 

in Taiwan, this LGBTQ comic compilation gathers six humanizing 

stories that showcase the strength and dignity required to live in 

a society that has only just begun to acknowledge your basic 

rights. 

 
 

Taipei, 2024, five years after the legalization of same-sex marriage in 

Taiwan. In a building called the Rainbow Apartments, we find six 

stories addressing the issues of friendship, love, family, and work 

that the LGBTQ community must navigate within a society that is still 

adjusting to the formal acknowledgement of their basic rights. 

 

Moving up through the floors of the building reveals a diverse range 

of lives in the process of unfolding. Living under the shadow of HIV, 

an art teacher falls for the nude model who poses for his classes. A 

young woman who has never been in love begins to have stirrings of 

affection for a same-sex online friend, but struggles to bridge the gap 

to real-world romance. Two lesbians who met through a dating app 

linger in the tentative yet exhilarating exchanges of the first blush of 

love. Having already cohabited for one year, another lesbian couple 

struggles with the necessity of living in the closet to avoid upsetting 

a conservative parent. A transgender woman who has not completely 

transitioned faces disappointments in life and love. And, a bisexual 

man falls for his gay roommate, but is forced to come to terms with 

what it means to live truly as oneself. 

 

Rainbow Apartment compiles the work of six different comic book 

artists, each with their own unique style of art and storytelling. 

Showcasing the diversity of the LGBTQ community, this collection 

carries us through the full range of human emotions, while also 

normalizing difference by situating these characters in the most 

familiar of circumstances: the slightly cramped but wonderfully 

convenient apartments we all inhabited in our youth. 
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Prologue

Apartment of the Future



Taiwan, 2024. Five years since the legalization of same sex marriage.

The sun still rises, and the oceans haven’t risen up to flood the earth. 
The human race has not only avoided extinction, but continues to 
survive much as before.

From today’s vantage point, the fierce debates and anguished 
conflicts of five years ago seem worlds away.
But the dust has not completely settled. The story goes on…
The “for rent” sign has just been taken down from an apartment in 
Taipei.

It is located in a seven-story building, just three minutes from the 
nearest MRT station. There’s a park across the street that’s perfect 
for an after-dinner stroll. Just around the corner are a 24-hour 
supermarket and a chain fast-food restaurant. On the first floor of 
the building there’s a small bar that stays open until daybreak, perfect 
for night owls. 

The residents of the building each have their own stories, their own 
colors.
Red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and purple. Sweetness, bitterness, 
tears, and triumph. All find their way into the portrait of this 
building. All come together in its melting pot.

This is the story of the Rainbow Apartments. 

When the end of the world finally comes, it won’t be because of love, 
but its absence.



If they see us every-

thing will be ruined!

What are you going 

to do?

I will become 

invisible!

That way I can freely 

enter their village 

without leaving a trace.

No one will dis-

cover me! Ha ha ha!



Wow! Isn’t 

Sir Darling 

wonderful?

Does time change us?

I don’t think so. I think it’s our environment that changes us.



But if we decide to change ourselves, the environment, and time, 
and the whole world will change with us.



Hey, Yi-hao!

You’re back!

Where’d you run 

off to today?

I was planning to work 

out, but in the end I 

just slept all day.

You lazy slug! I went 

to join the parade!

Parade?

The pride parade! 

Everyone there saw 

the story
I posted yesterday. 

They assumed we were 

a couple. 

Heh...
When I told them 

you’re straight,

they were 

heartbroken!



Oh yeah! 

Scoot over a sec.

I almost forgot 

to show you. I was in 

the international 

news today!

Whoah! You’ve got

Not bad, 

huh?

Wow, you're on 

the cover!

I’m famous!

a bigger chest than 

most girls.



Ko... there’s 

something I 

don’t under-

stand…

Isn’t the parade 

meant to be a kind 

of protest? So why does every-

one strip off 

their clothes?

In the eyes of 

the anti-gay 

groups, couldn’t 

it just end up

having the 

opposite 

effect of 

what you want?

All of this stuff 

has a purpose.

Gays, lesbians, and 

transexuals...

... still aren’t 

accepted in most 

countries around 

the world.

Society judges us 

as abnormal, and 

tries to push us 

into a corner where 

we can’t be seen.

But sexual 

orientation isn’t 

something you 

can change.



Do you 

understand?

In some places 

just walking down the 

street as an open homo-

sexual is a challenge.

So we take off our clothes, or 

French kiss, or dress in drag, the 

more outrageous the better…

because today is all about 

making sure we are seen.

We force society 

to acknowledge 

that we exist!

. . .



What is...

that face 

you’re making?

What? Are you 

falling in love 

with me?

I know, I’m total 

knockout, right? 

How can you stand 

it? You must be 

getting hard just 

looking at me.



Huh?

You’re really 

hard? 

What the hell?

I... I...

Ko, I...

I think I might

like you a little bit.

Huh? What do you mean? 

I was just joking!

But... I’m not joking...



I’ve always suspected 

I might..

… like guys...

But, I’ve never 

really tried it out.

So what?

You want me to be 

your Guinea pig?

No, no.

I don’t need to try 

to know.

I mean I’ve 

always known, 

I just never 

dared tell 

anyone...
I...

I really 

like you!

Do you want to 

be my boyfriend?





Yi-hao...

... the truth is, 

I like you, too.

But I’ve always thought we 

belonged to two different 

worlds.

And when I moved in, you 

were still getting over 

your last relationship.

So I didn’t want 

to get too close.

This is all so 

sudden.

It’s kind of hard 

to believe.

But since you’ve been 

so brave in confessing 

how you feel...

... I would love 

to be your 

boyfriend.

Still, I’m afraid you still 

might not be clear about 

yourself.  You had a girlfriend...

I...



I’m sure. You don’t 

need to worry.

Loyalty is...

Han

I’m downstairs. Buzz me in.

Huh?

Han

Who’s Han?
The manga convention just ended, so I thought 
I’d come by and pick up my things. I’ve already 
missed my train. Hurry up and buzz me!

I can see your light is on. Stop playing dead and open



You must be Yi-hao’s 

roommate. He’s told 

me a lot about you.

You really do look 

like Sir Darling!

And you must be that 

girl whose chest is 

smaller than mine!

Yi-hao was right. 

They’re tiny.



What?! Why are you 

telling other people 

about my boobs?! 

What a moron!

I... I didn’t…

Out of my way! 

Where are my 

things?

In my room!
Oh, right...

I have to sleep 

here tonight,

so no moaning and 

heavy breathing 

from you two!
How did you know?

Oh please! I picked 

up on your scent 

ages ago!

Uh... scent...

?



Well...

Yi-hao has always 

loved Sir Darling, 

and he used to 

steal my “boys love” 

manga to read. 

I’ve suspected 

he’s gay for a 

long time!

But since you look 

exactly like Sir 

Darling, You have my 

blessing!

Han, don’t get me mixed 

up with the guys in your 

comic books.

If you look at it 

that way, it’s as if...

...I never loved you at all…

as if you somehow forced 

me to move in with you... 

to make love to you…

You make it sound like our relationship 

was a fraud.

I’m making a different 

choice now, 

but that doesn’t 

mean the past 

was fake.

You used to love 

a girl. Now you 

love a guy.
If that’s not 

gay, what is?

Just a crazy 

pervert?



I’m... bisexual.



Oooh...

Whatever. Just 

give him a kiss 

already!

What the...?!

You owe me this 

much! I’ve been so 

nice! I even gave you 

my blessing!

Other girls would have 

gone completely nuts! 

Kiss! Kiss! Kiss!

Let go you 

madwoman! Mom
just nowI forgot to tell you I’m attending a banquet 

in Taipei tomorrow. I’ll need to sleep at 

your place tonight. See you soon!

No way!



Mom, you should have told 

me sooner!

I know,

I’m sorry 

to intrude 

like this! Auntie!

Hello.

Auntie? Give me 

a break!

Han? You’re 

here too?!

Have you 

moved in 

with Yi-hao?

No, I’m just in town 

for an event.

Yi-hao has a 

roommate now.

Wow... you’re a tall 

one! I bet poor 

Yi-hao looks like 

a shrimp next to 

you! Though...

that’s an 

unusual color 

to dye your 

hair... for a man...

Auntie, you should 

go wash up and 

have a rest!

Tomorrow 

morning I’ll show 

you around town!



Aargh...

Are you all right? 

You look like you’re 

at your wit’s end.

Oh, it’s 

nothing.

Please don’t tell my 

mother what happened 

today. I never told her 

we broke up.

Today, I just wanted 

to tell you how I 

feel.

Now, look at this mess...

I’m impressed.

We went from being room-

mates to sleeping in the 

same bed in record time.

Han



I’m sorry. It shouldn’t

It’s OK.

It’s rare to have anyone 

being so honest.

But I’ve been

 thinking...

You said you’re clear 

about who you are,

and your 

mother’s here,

so maybe tomorrow 

would be a good time 

to come out to her?

have been 

like this.



You’ve got to eat 

more, Han!

I’m fine! You’ll never bear 

children with a skinny 

frame like that!

Huh?

You’re not eating?

I can’t. I need to 

save room for 

the banquet!

It’s for my high 

school classmate’s 

son’s wedding.

Speaking of which, 

what are you two 

waiting for?

You’re obviously 

a perfect 

match!



I’ve got to 

get going.

Wait a moment, Ko!



So, you’re not go-

ing to tell her.

I...

Do you know how 

many times I’ve been 

in this situation?

I can’t decide if you’re 

bisexual, a closeted gay, 

or a straight guy that’s 

just messing with my head!

I’ve been hurt 

too many times.

I don’t want to 

go through this 

again.

Ko, all of this is 

still unfamiliar 

to me.

I just need 

a little time. 

Give me another 

chance!



I’ve been working 

hard for so long 

to live my truth. I 

can’t wait for you.

Life is too short. You can’t 

force me to slip backwards 

because you don’t have the 

courage to move forward.

Can’t you see how selfish that is?

This kind of thing 

takes time. A person 

has to accept

himself before he 

can completely 

live his truth.

Isn’t forcing me to come out of the closet equally selfish?



You know,

while you’ve been working to 

be your true self, I’ve been 

working to suppress mine,

because I had an 

option that was 

much easier.

I thought...

since I can be happy 

with a girl, what’s 

the point in coming 

out? Why do I need 

to tell the world I 

also like guys?

There are 

probably a lot of 

people like me,

even some of the 

characters in Han’s 

“boys love” comics.

We’re all afraid 

of being judged 

by society.

But after get-

ting to know you, 

I realize there are 

so many people like 

you who’ve worked hard

to change things. 

You’ve made the world 

start to accept us.

So, I want to 

change, too. 

Please, give me...

OK.



I’ll wait 

for you.





I don’t want to lose any more time.

I always thought it was 
smarter to stay invisible.



But after meeting 
you I realized the 
reason you insist 
on being seen…

 … is that you 
were forced to be 
invisible for too 
long. So, now I see 
things differently. 

Life is short, 
and we have to make choices…

But I don’t want to live in confusion, 
and I don’t want to live an invisible life.



Because I choose you.


